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Happy New Year!  
 

If you are a caregiver interested in applying for the Dane County Caregiver 

Program grants in 2025 there are changes to the application process. 
 

National Family Caregiver Support Program Grants (NFCSP) administered 

through the Dane County Caregiver Program begin with the new program 

year on January 1, 2025. This year, funds provided by the American Rescue 

Plan Act have expired and we begin the year with a budget that reflects  

pre-Pandemic levels of funding. 
 

The need for grants continues to grow, particularly as the last of the Baby 

Boomers turned 60 in 2024 and our 85+ population is growing rapidly,  

increasing both the number of caregivers and the degree of assistance  

required by their care partners. There are also increasing numbers of  

grandparents and older relative caregivers ages 55+ raising children 18 and 

under who live with them, reflecting broader social changes and challenges. 
 

At the end of 2024, we still had a significant list of caregivers on our waitlist 

who had not received a grant before funds ran out. This year, I will begin 

contacting those caregivers first for assessments.  
 

If you are new to the NFCSP grant program, we will add you to the list of 

caregivers requesting an assessment beginning in January. Caregivers who 

received a caregiver grant in 2024 may apply again in 2025 but won’t be 

contacted until later in the year (in the order we received the grant  

request). 

 

Supporting More Sustainable Caregiving 
 

In 2025, we will work toward improving caregiver resilience by offering  

activities that support sustainable caregiving. By that we mean helping    

                           (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
 

caregivers plan for the long term using resources in addition to grant  

funding. Contacting caregiver grant recipients for an additional check-in  

will help ensure caregivers connect with other programs and resources 

available to them. 
 

In 2025, Caregiver Chronicles will also highlight local resources and  

promote those that benefit caregivers. 
 

—Jane DeBroux, Caregiver Specialist 
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Link Link 

Link Link 

Link Link 

https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rd-qopzksHNVbRTBN0OOSPluyPKP9JMtd#/registration
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtdu2vpzIvGdccTXjof5i3h3rTjAwJw6Kx#/registration
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkcumsrTMsH9QG-rPwDIudikCymGPpar8R#/registration
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrc-6upzssGN3J6V9J_v00PRGWN73JqW4V#/registration
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qdeytqD8rEtRZcPnuCNHbLQ1pJTRGWnoC#/registration
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtdO-srzwrHdI7msTiO_Q0uYQYXhiKikHR#/registration


Monthly MIPPA Moment:   

Annual Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment 

Period (MA-OEP) 

The Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period (MA-OEP) runs every  

January 1 through March 31 alongside the annual General Enrollment  

Period (GEP). The GEP is to get into Original Medicare (Parts A & B).  

However, the MA-OEP is a time when you can make changes to an existing 

Medicare Advantage plan. If you have a Medicare Advantage plan, here  

are the only actions you can take during the MA-OEP: 
 

• If you’re already in a Medicare Advantage plan (with or without  

drug coverage), you can switch to another Medicare Advantage  

plan (with or without drug coverage). 
 

• You can drop your Medicare Advantage plan and return to Original 

Medicare. You'll also be able to join a separate Medicare drug plan. 
 

New advantage plan coverage would start the first day of the month after 

you apply/drop a plan. The MA-OEP period does NOT allow people to 

switch from Original Medicare to an Advantage plan, join a drug plan, or 

switch from a drug plan to another if they only have Original Medicare.  
 

Remember, Wisconsin’s Medicaid program may be able to help pay for  

certain Original Medicare costs if you are eligible to enroll in a “Medicare 

Savings Program,” even if you are in an Advantage Plan. Medicare Savings 

Programs are for those who receive Medicare benefits and who have  

limited countable income and assets. You can apply online at access.wi.gov, 

over the telephone, by mail, or in person with your local agency. To find  

the address or phone number for your agency, go to 

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/resources.htm  

or call Member Services at 800-362-3002. 
 

Adapted from Adapted from cms.gov  

 

 For more MIPPA Program information, call  

 MIPPA Program Specialist, Leilani Amundson, at 608-240-7458.  
 

 This project was supported by the Wisconsin Department of Health  

 Services with financial assistance, in whole or in part, by grant number     

 2101WIMIAA, from the U.S. Administration for Community Living,  

 Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. 
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http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/resources.htm


w w w . c a r e g I v e r t e l e c o n n e c t i o n . o r g 

https://www.wellmedcharitablefoundation.org/caregiver-support/caregiver-teleconnection/



