
Analysis of Youth Justice (YJ) 
Referrals with Car Theft / 

OMVWOC Charges –
2012 - 2023

*These data/charts include a very small number of Change of Venue and Courtesy Supervision 
Referrals where the Referral came from outside of Dane County

Data Sources: The first slide with data is Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) data from the Wisconsin Department of Justice

Data for subsequent slides come from the Dane County Human Services Department Youth Justice Database



Motor Vehicle Theft Offenses decreased linearly from a peak of 
1,009 in 2001 to a low of 340 in 2014 and have since tripled to 
1,044 in 2021. The decrease to 729 in 2023 is the second 
consecutive decrease.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Offense data provided by DOJ via the UCR program 2/15/2024. 2023 Data should be considered provisional due to incomplete data for a 1-2 months from 3 smaller agencies.



Notice suppressed 2020 Referrals due to Covid-19 – a decrease of 
32% followed by an additional 20% decrease in 2021 and a slight 
increase in 2022 and an 11% decrease in 2023 .
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From 2022 to 2023, there were decreases in YJ Referrals for almost all 
Racial/Ethnic Groups
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Unknown
Native American 3 9 1 3 4 8 4 1 2
Asian 8 7 10 7 4 14 14 13 9 5 15 8
Hispanic 35 46 58 52 58 50 56 92 54 51 75 59
White 386 322 264 299 279 266 277 291 172 132 182 151
Black 701 710 538 484 459 594 714 727 521 414 344 327
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The # of YJ Referrals with Car Theft charges decreased from 313 
in 2019 to 99 in 2023, a decrease of 68%.
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YJ Referrals w Car Theft - Felony vs. Misdemeanor

Felony Misdemeanor

Generally speaking, the Felony charges are for the driver 
and the Misdemeanor charges are for the passenger(s)

(Year)
(# of Referrals w/ Car Theft Charges)



The % of Total YJ Referrals that had 1 or more Car Theft charges 
has increased from 2% (22 / 1,133) in 2012 to 31% (240 / 764) in 
2020. In 2023, that statistic has decreased to 18% (99/547).
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In 2023:
Hispanic - 9 of 59 (15%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
Black - 80 of 327 (24%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
White - 6 of 151 (4%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
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Over time, White youth have accounted for a smaller and 
smaller percentage of YJ Referrals with Car Theft Charges. In 
2023, Black youth accounted for 81% of the 99 YJ referrals with 
Car Theft charges, Hispanic youth 9%, White youth 6%
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In 2023:
Male – 81 of 405 (20%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
Female – 18 of 142 (13%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges

9

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Male 2% 3% 6% 7% 11% 15% 22% 30% 34% 31% 24% 20%
Female 3% 3% 4% 8% 8% 10% 21% 22% 23% 14% 12% 13%
Total 2% 3% 5% 7% 10% 13% 22% 28% 31% 28% 21% 18%
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Over time, Females have accounted for a smaller and smaller 
percentage of YJ Referrals with Car Theft Charges, including in 
2022 and 2023 (14% and 18%, respectively).
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From 2012 to 2016, the # of Unique Youth with Car Theft 
Charges had roughly 1.2 Car Theft Referrals each per year. In 
2023, 64 Unique Youth accounted for 99 Referrals with Car 
Theft Charges or ~ 1.5 Car Theft Referrals each per year
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Unique Youth Additional Referrals

In 2023, there were 64 Unique Youth who 
accounted for 99 YJ Referrals with Car Theft 
offenses



The # of YJ Referrals with Car Theft Charges show lots of 
variability month to month with no obvious seasonal effects
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2020 n=240 40 18 36 21 15 13 8 15 12 8 41 13
2021 n=167 8 10 14 8 3 14 17 15 18 21 25 14
2022 n=130 14 12 13 13 6 24 12 13 7 6 7 3
2023 n=99 5 4 8 8 13 5 11 18 5 8 4 10
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Additional data items:
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• Less than 4% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft offense in the last 5 
years had a weapon involved

• Less than 1% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft offense in the last 5 
years had a Battery or Robbery charge 

• About 12% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft offense had a Damage 
to Property Charge

• 20% of youth with the most YJ Referrals with a Car Theft offense 
charge accounted for 56% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft offense
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